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1 – Getting started with Train Database
To use Train Database you first have to create one or more categories. This is necessary as it is required to
assign a category to a new item.
If you didn’t create at least one category, you will not be able to add an item to your collection!
To create categories, you have to go to the ‘Manage’ page. If there are no categories yet you will get the
following message on your screen:

If you want to create all the categories by yourself, choose ‘No’. See page 11 for creating categories manually.
If you click ‘Yes’, a predefined list with categories, the corresponding subtypes and a list with manufacturers will
be created for you. These can be edited/deleted/modified later if you want to.
The default categories that will be loaded when clicking ‘Yes’ are:
 Accessoires
 Bridges
 Catenary
 Electronics
 Freight cars
 Locomotives
 Passenger cars
 Rails
 Scenery
 Signals

Attention!
A default list with 35 of the most common countries is already present in Train Database. You only need to add
the ‘special’ countries unique for your collection.

2 – My Model Trains
This is the main view of Train Database. Here you can view, edit and search your entire collection.
At default this page consists of 7 modules.

2.1 – The main view
Categories
These are all the categories you created by yourself. Click to view all the items in each category.
Summary
In this module all items from all categories will be added together. The total value per category and your
complete collection will be displayed.
You can make an export of your entire collection to Excel here by clicking the link ‘Export all items’.

Search collection
If you fill in a minimum of 3 characters your collection will be searched and the results will be displayed in this
module. From this module you can click on a found item to display it in the detail view.
If you hover about 1.5 seconds with the cursor on a row, a small popup with a thumbnail image of the item will
appear.

From your collection
A random item from your collection will be displayed here. This item will change every time the page is loaded.
Most recently added items
The ten most recently added items to your collection will be displayed here.

Used decoder addresses
All the items with a digital address will be displayed here. You can see instantly which decoder addresses are still
available for use.
This module can be switched off in your personal preferences, see page 10.
Wish list
Create your own wish list with items you still want. Fill in a name and click on ‘Add’. The item will now be
displayed in your wish list.
After purchasing the item you can click on the green check-icon. The date added will change to the current date
and the item will have a line through it. The purchased item will automatically disappear from the list after six
month. If you want to remove the item manually, use the red icon.
This module can be turned off at your personal preferences, see page 10.

2.2 – Category view
All the items from the selected category will be displayed here. By default the overview will be on a list view. To
switch to a grid view, use the white icons on the top right. In the grid view a thumbnail image of the item will
appear. This will require more loading time of the page.
To go to the detail view of an item, click on a row or grid.
If you click on a thumbnail in the grid view a larger image will be displayed in a popup. Clicking next to the
thumbnail will take you to the detail view.

At the bottom of the page you will find a small overview with the number of items in the category and the total
number of items.
You can make an export of this category only to Excel by clicking on the link ‘Export category’.
To go back to the main view, click on the large ‘Back’ button.
In the list view you can sort the items by clicking on the name of the column. Clicking on the same column again
will sort the list descending. The sort order will also be used when switching to the grid view.
You can also filter the list by alphabet by clicking on a letter at the top. It is also possible to use the advanced
filter for more options. The filter will also be used when switching to the grid view.

If you hover about 1.5 seconds with the cursor on a row, a small popup with a thumbnail image of the item will
appear. This also works on the search results and the recently added items.

2.3 – Detail view
All the data of an item can be viewed in the detail view. The data can be edited by clicking on the edit icon.
To delete the item, click on the delete icon. You will be asked for a confirmation.
Click on the ‘Back’ button to go back to the category view.

It’s possible that you won’t see as much fields as the image above shows. That means the view mode of the
category is ‘Compact’ or ‘Medium’.
Quick edit
Some fields in this view can be edited directly. To check if a field can be edited directly, hover the cursor on the
field value. A small blue pencil will appear if the field can be edited.

Click on the field value to edit the field.

The new value will be saved when you click outside the field as soon as you’re done.

Log function
If the log function has been turned on in your personal settings, the possibility of adding and/or deleting log
items will be displayed in the detail view. For example this can be used to keep a record of a maintenance
schedule for a locomotive.
This function can be turned off in your personal settings, have a look at page 10.

Editing an item
In the edit view you can modify all the values of an item. Don’t forget to click on the ‘Save’ button to save your
changes. If you don’t want to save your changes, or if you want to go back to the detail view, click on the ‘Back’
button or go directly to the main view by clicking on the home icon.

It’s possible that you won’t see as much fields as the image above shows. That means the view mode of the
category is ‘Compact’ or ‘Medium’.
Attention: Uploading an image is only available in the Pro version.

3 – Add item
On this page you can add new items to your collection.
First, select a category. The corresponding subtypes will be loaded.

An image can be added to a new item in different ways. The first option is trough an external URL
(http://www.mysite.nl/myimage.jpg for example).
If images are already present on the server you can select the filename from the pull-down menu. To select an
image more easily, you can open a popup with thumbnail images to choose from by clicking the small
magnifying glass. By clicking on an image the correct filename will be selected.
These is also a possibility to upload an image (500 kb max). The image will appear in the pull-down menu after
uploading and will automatically be selected.
To select an image on your local computer, click on the upload field or the ‘Back’ button. The upload will start
automatically after selecting the image.
Attention: Uploading an image is only available in the Pro version.
If you want Brand, Company, Country, Era, Scale, Current and Decoder type as the default settings, check the
checkbox on the bottom of the page. The next time you add a new item the correct values will already be filled
out for you.
There is a possibility that field will become light grey and will have a line through them. This means that for the
selected category these fields will not be displayed in the detail view because the view mode for the category is
‘Medium’ or ‘Compact’.
You can still fill out these fields if you want to use it later on.

Don’t forget to click on the diskette icon to save the new item.

3.1 – Add item with community
Only available in the Pro version.
To make adding items to your collection a bit easier, the ‘Add with community’ option has been developed. You
can search through items from other users and when an item is found, you can copy the data to your own item
by clicking on the green plus icon.
If you just want to use the image from the other user, click on the blue plus icon.

4 – Manufacturers
All the different manufacturers are displayed on this page with a link to their website.
Both the predefined as well as your own manufacturers will be displayed here.

5 – Settings
On this page you can manage and edit all sections of Train Database. Personal settings can also be changed on
this page.

5.1 – User settings
Here you can modify Train Database to your personal preferences. You can change the default sorting, the
visibility of certain modules on the homepage and the names of the five free fields. As a result, the free field
names will then be displayed on every page.
Use the community
Only available in the Pro version.
If you want to use information from other users when adding a new item to your collection, you need to check
the ‘Use the community’ checkbox. At the same time, this means that you share the items from your collection
with other users. Sharing items means that only the generic information will be available for copying.
Information like comments and the free fields will not be available to other users. Every time an item is copied
the user will get a ‘Hit’. If you search through the community, the items from the users with the most hits will be
displayed first. This will ensure that the best items for copying will always be on top.

If you don’t want a specific category to be searchable by other users, you can turn off the sharing with other
users for that specific category.
The information (that other users can use) is anonymous. The other users will only see your username. If you
don’t want other users to see your own username, you can check the option ‘Anonimize my username’. Other
users will only see the first two characters of your username. For example ‘MyUserName’ will become visible to
other users as ‘My*****’.
Manage sold items
When manage sold items is set to ‘Yes’, the category ‘Sold items’ will automatically appear in the categories list
on the main view. You can manage your sold items here just like any other category.
To mark an item as sold you have to click the Sell button which now appears at the detail view of a regular item.

5.2 – The managing-modules
You can add, delete or edit your own categories, subtypes, manufacturers and countries in the four managing
modules.
Add: Fill out a name and optionally other information and click ‘Add’.
Delete: Click on the red X to delete an item. You will see a confirmation box.
Edit: Click on the edit icon to change an item. When you’re done, please click on the green icon to save or the
red icon to cancel and go back.

To edit subtypes you first have to expand the category to ensure that it won’t be an inconvenient long list to
use.

‘Display’ at Manage categories
There you can choose in which way a category should be displayed. This option has been added to keep Train
Database as clear as possible. The field ‘Operation no’ is not applicable to categories like scenery and electronics
for example. To drop this field (and others) at the detail view of an item, you can choose which fields should be
shown or not.
To see which fields are displayed for each option, click the blue question mark. A popup will be opened with an
overview which fields are shown in which display mode.
An image of this overview is shown on the next page.

5.3 – Manage images
Only available in the Pro version.
Here you can manage your uploaded images. You can view the images by clicking on them, or delete an image
by clicking on the blue X. You will see a confirmation box.

There is also a possibility to upload new images (500 kb max.) The image will be shown in the list afterwards.
To select an image on your local computer, click on the upload field or the ‘Back’ button. The upload will start
automatically after selecting the image.

5.4 – Change password
To change your password you have to logout first. On the login page you will see the ‘Reset password’ button in
the Login pane. Fill out your username and click the ‘Send reset link’ button. An email with a password reset link
will be send to your email address.

6 – Statistics
On this page extended statistics are displayed in different formats.
Your personal statistics are shown in comparison to all the items in Train Database.

7 – Upgrading to the Pro version
To upgrade to the pro version a donation is requested by the principle of Donationware.
No minimum amount is required, but we can use every donation to keep Train Database up and running an to
keep adding improvements.
Contact us by sending an email to erwin@vanderwaal.eu or use the form on the Train Database website and
specify you’d like to donate.

